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In 1898 when the Americans colonized the Philippiranila was choked with slums, and plagued
with bad drainage, inadequate utilities, and laakfedeveloped open spaces. In their effort to guide
the growth of Manila, Daniel Burnham was requestgthe American authorities in 1904 to come
and prepare plans for the development of the @itythe 28th of June 1905, Burnham submitted his
plan which had major emphasis on civic centersgldoulevards, and landscaped parks and
playgrounds. Burnham’s plan is the first comprehenplan designed for Manila. It was immediately
implemented and used as an outline of the city\eb@ment and expansion throughout the
American occupation. Consequently, Manila was kdbels an American city designed by Burnham
who brought to the city the same prominent elemkeatsad for Washington, Cleveland, and San

Francisco.

Looking back into Burnham’s background, he attemhptegain admission to Harvard and Yale
between 1863 and 1867 but failed. In 1870 Burnharayed a career in architecture without a formal
education. Together with John W. Root, they forraguhrtnership wherein Burnham was the
businessman and Root was the designer. They bdahg Chicago School of architects who
designed skeleton framed tall buildings with laageas of glass in exterior walls. In February 24,
1890, they were hired as consulting architectsiferColumbian World’s Exposition in Chicago. In
the Chicago Fair, Burnham came into contact wittdErick Law Olmsted and Charles McKim, both
of whom would influence him in planning and arcbitee. After the Chicago Fair and despite the
death of Root, Burnham continued his architectprattice and became involved in the planning of

cities in the Unite States. In 1905 he proposedastenplan for Manila.

The Manila Plan of 1905 contained planning elemésdgured in the earlier works of Burnham: civic
center, street system, harmony in architecture pankis. The civic center with its capitol and
department buildings around a plaza is similar k@awBurnham planned in the Cleveland Group Plan
which was his first time to translate in realitgtBourt of Honor layout of the Chicago Fair into a
civic center. Radial avenues originating from tbgernment center and superimposed over the grid
system is a derivative of what he had done in Sandisco. The idea of combining diagonals and
grid pattern was adapted by Burnham from the 17&hflant’s plan for Washington. McKim did the

radial avenues radiating from Lincoln Memorial iragtington with Arc de Triomphe as his



inspiration. Though he advocated classicism initcture, Burnham recommended the Spanish style
in Manila to create harmony with the buildings bpileviously under the Spanish period. The
uniformity of architecture was also applied by Buam in Cleveland Plan through Roman style. The
concept of uniformity was a lesson he learned wiesaw the uniform facade in Paris and from his
direct participation in the Washington and Chic&gir wherein Beaux-Arts graduates advocated the
classicism in architecture. The parks and playgiswonnected by parkways distributed in Manila
were derived from the same application he did im Bancisco. In Washington, Olmsted Jr.
connected the large park areas along the boundzribe city by parkways as a continuous linear
park. Burnham lived in Chicago which had an extemgiarks and parkways system by the Olmsteds.
In the planning of Manila, it is clear that Burnharas using and expanding what he gained from his

own planning experiences and what he learned frivers.

Three stages — accumulation, emulation and innavaiuld be derived from Burnham’s planning
style starting from the early years of his carewt eulminating at the Manila Plan of 1905.
“Accumulation” is the initial stage where he expeiced and gathered his planning ideas when he
participated in Chicago Fair and Washington Plarihése same events, he encountered the Beaux-
Arts architects, who instilled in him the use adsdical architecture and the formal planning oéord
and symmetry, and the Olmsteds, from whom he |lebabeut parks and parkways. Burnham started
with little knowledge in planning, but emerged widleas of elements needed in a city. “Emulation” is
the next stage wherein he tried to imitate the warfkMcKim and Olmsteds which he thought to be
applicable. From Chicago Fair, he got the concéptauster-type of civic center which he appliad i
Cleveland. In Washington, he was oriented with@arged format of a civic center which he
proposed in San Francisco where the public buiklimgre afar but anchored to a central plaza. Also
in San Francisco, it was his first attempt to aghby outer circuit boulevard and the connectedgark
as proposed by Olmsted Jr. in Washington. Ladtly,‘innovation” stage is the application in Manila
of the best derivative or the improved versionaxtetype of elements he applied in his previous
efforts. Plan by plan, Burnham expanded his undedshg and his skill in handling the elements of
the civic center, parks and street systems. An plain the radial roads over grid. The source was
L'Enfant’s Washington plan which he applied in $aancisco. Another is the outer circuit boulevard
from Olmsted in Washington, which he recommendeflain Francisco and Manila. The arrangement
of civic center in Manila is derived from the prggtoe of Court of Honor, which Burnham also used
in Cleveland. Thus the elements applied in the MaRlian of 1905 were largely derived from
Chicago Fair and Washington that was tested inglden and San Francisco. Though he was making
modifications, the three stages manifested Burnbdack of creativity and proved his high

dependence on precedents for his planning.



Burnham'’s plan for Manila symbolizes Americans’ doion over Filipinos who were resisting their
colonial presence. Americans used planning andtaothre to create civic order. The architecture of
the public structures in American period was atrimsent in colonialism. By coincidence, Burnham
recommended the continuation of the Spanish styléhe buildings in his plan to establish harmony
with the immediate past of Manila. This was exafwhowed by William Parsons, the first consulting
architect responsible to implement Burnham’s pldns scenario is best described as “the transition
stage” of architecture of Manila Plan of 1905. Rublildings in Spanish style were used to pacify
the Filipinos throughout Parson’s eight years ofite in Philippines. After the resignation of Paiso
in 1914, Ralph Doane took over and imposed theotifee classical style. His reasons were: the
country had no depth in architectural history andsBns was not creative, thus necessitated thefuse
classical style. This stage is considered as thehtaitarian imposition” wherein Doane strictly
designed in classicism. When Doane left, his pmswvas filled by Filipinos who were educated in
American universities patterned after the EcoleRBsux-Arts in Paris. This phase is called the
“consensual imposition” wherein Filipinos had th®ice to use a different style but they willingly
gave in to the classicism of their Beaux-Arts tiragn From hereon Beaux-Arts classicism was the
established standard for all government building&ivis a departure from Burnham'’s original
suggestion. Filipinos could have chosen the Spastidl as recommended by Burnham but they
preferred Beaux-Arts classicism with reasoning thatbuildings in the cities designed by Burnham

were using this style of architecture.

At this point, Philippine planning and architectamld be assessed to have been influenced by Paris
and Beaux-Arts. The first source of influence st&mdm Burnham himself. His initial ideas were
derived from Chicago Fair, which was patterned i®dErick Olmsted after Paris Exposition in 1889.
Burnham'’s parks and parkways were also influenge@lmsted, who had witnessed the park
movement in Paris in 1850s and went back to thedfgsign parks and boulevard system similar to
Paris. The Washington project was unique in a \wayit was the only city on which Burnham was
involved to have its own sophisticated plan; it wWiage by L’'Enfant in 1791 who drew his inspiration
from Versailles. Burnham'’s Cleveland plan was pa#d after Place de la Concorde. San Francisco’s
and Manila’s street system was patterned aftesPlariddition, all the planning projects of Burnmha
were on improvement of cities, thus he used thermedition of Paris between 1853-1870 by
Haussmann as his reference. Paris was consider@drbipam the model city. Another source was

the Beaux-Arts, which started when Burnham met Mcli the Chicago Fair. It was McKim who

was the major source of his understanding of Beatxprinciples. When the two toured in Paris
while doing the Washington Plan, McKim showed hianious elements of the city. From thereon,
Burnham would continue to work with Ecole graduaitekis city planning. He had the assistance of

Edward Bennett in San Francisco and Pierce Andarsbtanila. Burnham even chose William



Parsons, an Ecole graduate, to implement his jpiaiignila. Ecole des Beaux-Arts was the major

source of ideas by architects of that period.

Initially, the Manila Plan of 1905 had the poteht@be successful: available land, competent
designer and right funding. The great part of Mamihs vacant and was awaiting development.
Burnham chose an Ecole des Beaux-Arts graduatéawilParsons, who had the training and
background as consulting architect to implemenplaga. Philippines was a colony of the US which
had the power and finances to support the planflBtiter events affected the plan, such as the
change of the ruling political party in the US. TRepublican Party that supported colonization lost
the presidential election, and the new Democra8cpesident had gradually given up the colony that
paved way to the Filipinization of the civil sergidParsons resigned in 1914 and other American
professionals began leaving the country. The nexércan consulting architect concentrated on
architecture over planning and also left a few gediter. In 1918, US trained Filipino architectsko
over the responsibility but along came the econaraiwitions in the US. World War | in 1910s, the
crash of the Wall Street in 1920s and world-widprdssion in 1930s caused the Americans to
withdraw its appropriation to the country, and Marad to rely on its own small revenue. From
thereon, minimal development arose from the plew: buildings were built, a park was developed,
and regular grid street system without the diagonals opened. When US granted the country a
commonwealth status, the Filipino president releddhe capital of the country elsewhere which
caused detriment to the implementation of the BammiPlan and finally stalled in 1935.What the
Burnham Plan of Manila demonstrated is that a m&emeeded not only a competent planner and

gualified professionals but as well as a politmahsensus and financial backing to be fully redlize

In this study, the Manila Plan of 1905 is regarded “product” that went through the stages of
invention, innovation and diffusion, wherein théat®nship of “source” to the final “outcome” is
crucial to the understanding of its formation. Tiflesearch aims to determine the influences on the
masterplan from inception to completion, the baokgd of its creators and the factors that have
significant effect on its realization. The presentlerstanding about the end result of a procedd cou
be redefined once its development is carefullyeeed and analyzed that leads to the discovery that
there is more than the common knowledge. Beaux-@afssicism as the “source” was used by
Burnham as reference in architecture and Haussm#anis as reference for his city planning. Thus,
the elements of Paris are evident in Burnham’s Rltre concentric rings of boulevards in Paris are
the circumferential roads; the radial avenues afde Triomphe are the radial avenues originating
from the government center; ovoid form of Place \desories is the plaza of the government center;
grouping of buildings in Louvre is the capitol ashgpartment buildings, Place de la Concorde is the
new Luneta Park. These essential features and elemesent in the plan of 1905 is the “outcome”

of Burnham'’s ideas and design principles. Heneepli describing Manila as an American city is a



partial description because of the obvious preseh&eench influence through Daniel Burnham and
the people behind the implementation of the MaRl&n of 1905.



