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Thailand is one of several countries, where land use change has taken place rapidly due to
urbanization and industrialization in urban fringe and rural area. This agricultural land has
existed since the Bangkok settlement era; and once was very popular and provided unique
agricultural product that was not similar to that in other locations. But now this valuable
agricultural land has been decreased dramatically by urbanization.

During the period of urbanization era, the conservation of urban agricultural land was always
mentioned. The tools, used to conserve agricultural land, are land use master plan and
building permission; but the growth of housing estate, land subdivision and land speculation
keep going on. The agricultural land conservation was mention and concerned since NESDP
5™ The laws and policies related to land management were released in order to stop the urban
growth and conserve valuable agricultural land. In 1997, the economic crisis raised the
awareness of sustainable development in Bangkok. The trend of agricultural land
conservation was changed by integrating sustainable agriculture into the strategy of
agricultural land conservation. The sufficient farming lies in the heart of sustainable
agriculture. In contrast, the attempt of government cannot stop the expansion of urban
development into agricultural land. Most of agriculturists have not implemented sufficient
farming and cannot reach to sustainable agriculture.

Wimonrat (2009) and Niramon (2005) expressed that to reach to the sustainable
development in developing country, where the polity is extremely top-down process
and bureaucracy is authoritarian, the collaboration of local people and external
organization is necessary. Among the failures of agricultural association promoted by
government, there have been some associations that success in sufficient farming and
reach to sustainable agriculture. This research aims to clarify what are the
mechanisms facilitate collaboration success, and how the collaboration promote
sustainable urban agricultural development that leads to wurban agricultural
conservation in Bangkok? By breaking down this basic question, the core questions
and research objective of this study are obtained as follow:

How has the urban agricultural collaboration emerged in the development of

urban agricultural land conservation?

What are the mechanism related the success of urban agricultural

collaboration?, and

How the urban agricultural collaboration contributed to urban agricultural land

conservation in terms of sustainable urban agriculture?

The objectives of this research are: 1) to analyze the spatial and temporal change of
agricultural land, 2) to examine the process of agricultural collaboration in the development
of sustainable agriculture, 3) to identify mechanism strengthen the agricultural collaboration
and 4) to identify the contribution of collaboration to urban agricultural land conservation.
The case study approach is chosen as research methodology. Two effective case studies and
two under-developed case studies were selected. The data collection tools include key

participant interviews, a questionnaire survey and observation.
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The major findings are as follows. First, the process of agricultural collaboration in
sustainable agricultural development is divided into three stages: 1) problem-setting stage, 2)
direction setting stage, and 3) structuring stage. And two government organization are
involved, 1) The Community Development and Social Welfare Sector, district office; and 2)

Agricultural and Cooperative Office. Second, mechanisms that promote collaboration in
sustainable development are: 1) core organization performance, the organization should have
high managerial capacity (business planning and organizational skills), high sufficient
farming skill, high partnership arrangement with other organizations, and high marketing
skill. 2) Leader trust and visualization of expected benefit of sufficient farming, agriculturists
are used to be with chemical agriculture and believe that the chemical agriculture can provide
more product volume and more income that organic agriculture. It is difficult to change their
attitude because they don’t want to be risk in getting lower income from organic farm trial.
From the above reason, leader trust, which can be built from visualizing the expected benefit
of sustainable agriculture, can encourage local agriculturists to participate in collaboration.
The creation of success model in the domain was proposed in this research to visualize
expected benefit from collaboration and build trust. This can encourage local agriculturist to
participate in the collaboration.

3) Process of communication and information transfer, because sufficient farming is difficult
and very sensitive, the systematic information transfer and closely mentors process will
increase the opportunity of members to reach to the benefits that they expected. The creation
of sufficient farm learning center network in the domain is proposed in this research to
provide mentors to the sufficient farming beginners to lead local agriculturist to the success
of sustainable agriculture. 4) Relationship with external organization can provide the external
authority to solve some problems that beyond core organization ability. In Bangkok,
agricultural society is closed society; they do not know how to create connection with
external organizations and who they should connect with when they faced with problem. The
result show that to create relationship with external organizations, the inter mediator is need.

The partnership organization is proposed in this research to be a mediator between
agricultural association and external organization. Moreover, the cooperative office in
Bangkok is proposed in this research to create and support marketing skill and provide
marketing channel to the association. The organization that should responsible for these two

duties should change from BMA to ministry of agricultural and cooperative office. Third,
the success of urban agricultural collaboration advantages urban agricultural land
conservation by leading agriculturists to sustainable agriculture which result in: 1) improve of
economic situation of agriculturist by improve income and reduce indebtedness, 2) improve
Local capacity, 3) improve the security feeling of agriculturist to do agriculture, 4) improve
Farmers’ and their next generations “attitude toward agriculture, 5) improve the awareness of
Chemical use in farm, and 6) improve the agriculturists power to protest for water pollution
problem.

Agricultural collaboration is the internal power for agricultural land conservation. In some
problems, the external power is need because they beyond the agriculturists’ power. The
external support should be done together with agricultural collaboration in order to maintain
agricultural land in Bangkok.

A study of urban agricultural collaboration and its impact on agricultural land conservation:
A case study of urban agricultural association in Bangkok; Thailand



