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Abstract

Water is an essential and vital element in classical gardens. However, most contents of
ancient documents on gardens in china are focus on “stone management ”, *“ building management”
but few on “water management ”. For this reason, in nowadays Chinese garden research, the
research on “water management ” is much fewer than other fields, especially the water from city
water system into gardens is seldom referred.

The area of “Jiangnan” is located at the lower reaches of the Yangtze River and on the shores
of Lake Taihu in China. Due to its location near to the water source, it been well known for its
unique irrigation system deployment for agricultural activity since the ancient time. During the
Tang and Song dynasties, The economy wealthiest had inadvertently enabled the deployment of
numerous citis and private gardens with unique characteristics. There is also much research on the
citis of the Jiangnan area, which is more about the city wall ,road and moat, but seldom refer to the
relationship between the vicissitudes of waterways and the classical gardens. So, this research
angle is innovative and necessary.

Based on the rich historical and cultural background of the area of “Jiangnan”, | believe that
it offers a good case study for the research of city waterway and garden water management.
Particularly in analyzing how modernization has impacted the evolution of city waterway and
garden water management design and deployment.

My research focus on studying the design of city waterways and classic gardens adopted
during the Tang and Song dynasties. Earlier or later era's designs will also be studied if it is
deemed necessary. The co-existence of city waterways with garden and their historical evolution
will be explored in the research. Furthermore, | would also like to find out how the low and damp
landscape of Jiangnan has influenced the design of city waterways and classic garden water
management system.

The research will be carried out in two phases.

In the first phase of the research, a macro research will be carried out to study the distribution
problem of city waterways and garden under normal environment. Detailed literature survey will
be carried out to the answer this research question. This includes but not limited to studying the
research papers published by previous researchers in this field, analyzing the ancient maps and
worthwhile ancient paintings. It is expected that we will be able to draw a holistic picture of the
evolution of Jiangnan city waterways and the classic gardens design. This step is crucial for
understanding the impact of mutual influence between city waterways and garden development in
Jiangnan.

On-site survey will be carried out during the second phase of the research. The main
objective is to find out how the current development of city water management has impacted the
urban garden water management. The various garden water management systems deployed during
Tang and Song dynasties will also be compared with the current urban garden water management
systems.  From this analysis, | hope to construct a model that analyze how modernization process
transform the garden water management system. By using this model, we will be able to predict
the future urban garden water management patterns.

In conclusion, by using the literature survey and on-site survey methodologies, we will be



able to grasp a deep understanding of the relationship among urban planning, garden design and
water management. We can also understand how the evolution of social environment and natural
environment has contributed to the changes of urban gardening system.
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